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REMARKS 

Present Status of Application 

Claims 1 -12 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. After entry of the 
foregoing amendments, claims 1-12 remain pending. 

Response to restriction requirement 

Group 1 (claims 1-8) is provisionally elected with traverse based on the amended claims. 
Amendments are made to claims 9 and 1 1 , and remarks are provided accordingly. Amendments are 
made to claims 9 and 1 1 further specifying the process as claimed is used to transport articles for a 
system equipped with a plurality of stackers. In view of these amendments, it is respectfully 
submitted that the restriction of claims 9-12 should be withdrawn. 

The restriction requirement is submitted to be improper because the Group I is not 
'independent and distinct' from the amended Group II. In this regard, phe process as claimed in 
Group II cannot be practiced by another materially different apparatus or by hand. Additionally, the 
apparatus as claimed in Group I cannot be used to practice another and materially different process. 
In view of the foregoing the Applicant respectfully requests that the requirement be withdrawn 
upon reconsideration. 
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, No fee is believed to be due in connection with this Amendment and Response to 

Restriction Requirement. If, however, any fee is deemed to be payable, you are hereby authorized 
to charge any such fee to deposit account 20-0778. 



Respectfully submitted , 

THOMAS, KAYDEN, HORSTE MEYER 
& RISLEY, L.L.P. 




Daniel R. McClure, Reg. No. 38,962 



1 00 Galleria Parkway 
Suite 1750 

Atlanta, Georgia 30339-5948 
(770) 933-9500 
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